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Submission Writeup 
If your submission is in QGIS or a non-ArcGIS platform, you should include a writeup in your submission folder that 

covers the questions listed in “Platform and Requirements.” This writeup template is provided for your use, although 

any document that meets all the requirements is eligible.  

Name: Shittu Sheriff Adewale 

Email Address: sheriffhardewale@gmail.com 

University/Institution (if applicable): Federal University of Technology, Akure 

 

Title of Project 

Distance Barrier In accessing Medical Care among some communities in Offa and 

Oyun Local government of Kwara State. 

 

Please limit your responses to the following three questions to a total of 750 words.  

What global challenge does your project address or relate to? 

Access to healthcare services is critical to good health, yet rural residents face a variety of access 

barriers. A1993 National Academies report, defined access to medical care as the timely use of 

personal health services to achieve the best possible health outcomes. 

The availability of services, and barriers to access, have to be considered in the context of the 

differing perspectives, health needs and material and cultural settings of diverse groups in 

society. Equity of access may be measured in terms of the availability, utilization or outcomes of 

services. Both horizontal and vertical dimensions of equity require consideration. 

Ideally, residents all over the world should be able to conveniently and confidently access 

services such as primary care, dental care, behavioral health, emergency care, and public health 

services, however this is not the case for some communities in Offa and Oyun local government, 

due the distance between them and the hospitals and also the terrible conditions of the roads 

that connect them and the hospitals, Health insurance coverage helps patients gain entry into 

the health care system. Lack of adequate coverage makes it difficult for people to get the health 

care they need and, when they do get care, burdens them with large medical bills. 

 

How does this map help us better understand this challenge within a local or 
regional context? 

This map helps us to have a visual understanding of the clusters of hospitals in some selected 

areas of Offa and Oyun local government, under the 2 kilometers buffer, we can see that 

hospitals are concentrated within the central parts of Offa, under the 5 km buffer we can see that 

the hospitals start to spread out to other parts of Offa and finally under the 10 km buffer we can 

see that the instead of spreading to the south west and northern part of the map, the hospitals 

spread outside the area which means people outside Offa and Oyun local government have a 

better chance of accessing medical care under 10km consideration than people living in south-

west and northern part of Offa and Oyun local government, 

https://iaygfamily.org/giscompetition


 
  2020 Mapping Horizons • Participant Submission 

 

If services are available and there is an adequate supply of services, then the opportunity to 

obtain health care exists, and a population may have access to services. The extent to which a 

population gains access also depends on financial, organizational and social or cultural barriers 

that limit the utilization of services. Thus access measured in terms of utilization is dependent 

on the affordability, physical accessibility and acceptability of services and not merely adequacy 

of supply. Services available must be relevant and effective if the population is to 'gain access to 

satisfactory health outcomes'. 

 

 

What implications does your project hold for tackling this challenge in the future? 

The implications this project holds for tackling this challenge of distance barrier to access 
medical care is that when a hospital is to be built, the government can make us of this map to 

know the best location to site the new hospital, as at now, people in south western and northern 

part of Offa and Oyun local government have to travel over 10 kilometers in order to access 

medical care. 

Government officials, agencies private bodies and NGOs looking to allocate health resources 

such as health centers, ambulances, hospitals to these communities can vividly see areas where 

they are most need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


